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Introduction
Law is defined as the system of rules that a country or society recognizes and enforces through the relevant government institutions. The country puts up several institutions that are tasked with the responsibilities of enforcing the laws. The laws are usually created to regulate the conduct of the community members and also ensure that criminal activities are reduced. In most countries, the set of rules or laws, as it is commonly referred to, are placed in a single document known as the constitution. The document details all kind of laws that citizens are required to adhere to and the penalties that are there for those that do not conform to the rules. The law serves different purposes with the main one being the preservation of freedom and protection of rights of people and moral agency.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Purpose of Law
Laws are formulated in order to serve several different purposes in a country or a community. One of the main purposes of setting up laws is to maintain law and order. This is a crucial aspect as citizens are required to maintain law and order in order to offer a conducive environment for the existence and undertaking of business activities. Most of the societies or countries are often faced with many ills that cause a lot of discomfort to the public members. These range from theft, violence and disturbance of peace and disturbance of peace, rape, murder and several other actions that are intended to cause harm[footnoteRef:1]. The occurrence of all these ills is bound to create a lot of pain and suffering amongst the people and also lead to underdevelopment. This is because most of the people would fear setting up business due to the constant theft that they will experience. The government of that day, therefore, comes up with laws in order to ensure that there is law and order in the country and that people’s property are protected. The undertaking of business activities for both the people and the government relies heavily on the presence of order among the people. The government also needs foreign investors to come and invest in the country and this can only be possible if there is a peaceful environment in which they can operate. The losses suffered as a result of violence or lack of order are huge and this is something that no investor would wish to suffer. Therefore, the law exists to ensure that law and order are maintained at all times. [1:  Westbrook Raymond. (2015). Near eastern influence on ancient Greek and Roman law] 

Another important purpose of the law is resolving disputes.[footnoteRef:2] In most countries or societies, there always exist several conflicts as people try to coexist. There are numerous actions that lead to a particular person being offended and this creates conflict or war. The disputes may arise out of land issues, property, accusations of theft and several others. The lack of a proper framework of dealing with such disputes may lead to the occurrence of war as each of the warring factors will not like to compromise on their stand. This is a terrible situation for any society as the occurrence of war may lead to unnecessary deaths in the society. This is not something that the society would wish for and thus it is important that they establish a set of rules that will oversee the resolving of the dispute. Laws are then established to ensure that the disputing parties can sit together and air out their grievances. This will lead to a decision being made based on the facts presented and thus avert war. Conflict or disputes may also arise out of the undertaking of business activities. Many business people may enter into a form of agreement which is later not honored by one of the parties. This creates a form of conflict that can only be resolved amicably if there are existing legal measures. This can be seen from the records of contractual agreements that are drafted before the parties enter into an agreement. [footnoteRef:3]The law thus comes into play in ensuring that the parties negotiate and that the mediator issues judgment based on the facts and the legal mechanism. Conflicts between the state and citizens are also solved using the existing laws [2:  Tebbit, Mark. Philosophy of law: An introduction. Routledge, 2017.
]  [3:  Westbrook Raymond. (2015). Near eastern influence on ancient Greek and Roman law
] 

Law is also created in order to protect the liberties and rights of the people. Every person is entitled to several rights that are deemed necessary for the sustaining of life. The rights are commonly referred to as the human bill of rights and which should be guaranteed for every person. The basic human rights of the people must be upheld at all times to ensure that the citizens live comfortably. Public members have a right to life, own property, right to food and shelter. These are the basic fundamentals rights that a human being is entitled to and which are enshrined in the constitution. The law is then used to punish some of the people that deny others the right to enjoy their fundamental human rights. They are usually sentenced to serve prison time in order to teach them a lesson and also deter the behavior from occurring in the society.
The law also serves to establish certain form of standards that are necessary in setting up framework for the occurrence of other issues. The standards are useful in guiding the undertaking of various activities and also in ensuring that future activities are done based on the existing standards set. This can be in the form of businesses in which individuals may be required to abide by certain rules for them to be able to complete their transactions. Institutions such as banks set up their own guidelines in line with the existing laws before they can provide services to the people. This is an important aspect as it will be futile to engage citizens in terms of business transactions without having a proper framework. The existing laws define the kind of operations and engagement that people are going to have and also spell out the consequences of failing to adhere to it. [footnoteRef:4]The government also, on the other hand, enforces most of the laws based on the guidelines provided by law. The set standards are, therefore, to be used in future transactions or even in the determination of disputes. They can always refer to the previous standards and apply the same to the new conflict. [4:  Van de Mieroop. (2016). Babylonian Espitemology.
] 

Law is also useful in setting up the structure of the government. Most countries in the world have put in place a government that is charged with the task of running and managing the resources of the country. To set up a governance structure, it is critical to have laws that give a guideline to the same. This is to say that there cannot exist a governance structure without the law expressly giving the authority for it to be set up. The law defines the positions that are to be put in the governance structure and also defines the responsibilities under each position. This is an important aspect as it then ensures that the office bearers are accountable for the resources given unto them and that they undertake their duties within the confinement of the law. This is also important in ensuring that the officers charged with these responsibilities do not in any way utilize public resources for their own good and that the citizens get to enjoy the benefits of the taxes that they pay. This is also the case in the running of government parastatals which requires law for them to be in operation. Cooperatives are guided by the rule of law, and thus, the law serves the purpose of allowing their formations.
Conclusion
The law exists to serve the people and therefore, it is an important aspect in society. Law as most of the people would want to refer to it cuts both ways in that it may favor one at a particular time and also disadvantage one in another period. Therefore, it is crucial to respect the rule of laws in order to avoid the harsh consequences that follow it. The society and individuals at large need to abide by the rules of law in order to ensure that they co-exist peacefully and that they undertake most of their activities such as businesses with ease. This will ensure that heresies development in the country and that the government is also able to initiate most of the projects it has formulated. The purposes of the law including maintaining order, resolving disputes, establishing standards, protection of rights and liberties and guiding the structure of government are essential for the day to day living of the people. It is, therefore, our duty to ensure that the rule of law is upheld and that the society in which we live get rids of the various ills that contribute to the violation of rights and the law.
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